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Hello Laurel Ruff community, 

SJUSD SPECIAL EDUCATION LEADERSHIP REORGANIZATION  UPDATE -  I am disappointed to inform the  
Laurel Ruff community that the district ‘decided to go in another direction’ and I was not selected to serve as the 
‘Program Administrator’ for Laurel Ruff and WorkAbility.    After 20 years of service as Laurel Ruff’s principal, the 
news is personally devastating but I’m sure the district will ensure the transition to new leadership is as smooth 
as possible. Transforming Laurel Ruff Center into the Laurel Ruff Transition School has been an amazing 20 
year journey and my life’s work; I was hoping to add the final touches to ‘my masterpiece’ but am now compelled 
to leave the school in other hands.   I will miss you all!   

GOOD-BYE ANDY O. – I am also sorry to inform the community that Laurel Ruff will lose another long term 
member of our faculty team next year.  Andy Otten, our art specialist who has been at Laurel Ruff for over 30 
years, is being reassigned by the district to another position.    
CLASS OF 2018 – graduation day is coming up on June 4th.  The class of 2018 celebration will include the 33 
students who will exit in June or December 2018.  If you haven’t already done so please provide photos for the 
audiovisual presentation as soon as possible.  This will be my last Laurel Ruff graduation, but I am committed to 
continuing the traditions that have made Laurel Ruff’s annual graduation positive and memorable.    

EXTENDED SCHOOL YEAR SUMMER PROGRAM – The ½ day summer program will run from 8:00AM to 
12:30PM starting Monday  June 18 through Thursday July 19, on a Monday through Thursday schedule (no 
class on Fridays).    Given the change in my employment status with the district I will not be serving as Laurel 
Ruff’s summer school administrator.       

SPIRIT WEEK 2018 –  show your school spirit the week of May 21-25 by dressing to match the daily themes 
(see the info on page 2 for the themes).   

‘CYBER – IDENTITY-theft’  & Bullying at Laurel Ruff –  see the attached info 

SCHOOL SITE COUNCIL MEETING  -  the next meeting is scheduled on Tuesday May 15 at 2:45 (the agenda 
is attached and posted on our website).   Site Council meetings are open to the public, and agendas are posted 
in our office and on our website at least 72 hours before the meeting.   

Keep track of upcoming Laurel Ruff events by monitoring the master calendar of events posted on our website. If 
you have questions/needs please contact us at 1-916-971-7586, leave a message at 1-916-979-8335 (24-hour 
school message line) or email me directly at jarreguin@sanjuan.edu.   Your ongoing support of Laurel Ruff 
students and programs is essential and appreciated!

I will miss you! 
 

                                       Julia Arreguin, Ed.D., 
 Laurel Ruff principal

OFFICE MESSAGE LINE
24-hour attendance & office message line  979-8335  
Use this number to leave a message without speaking to office staff.  The Laurel Ruff parent 
message & attendance hot line is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  When leaving an 
attendance message please include:  student name, date(s) of absence; reason for absence; 
your name & relationship to student .

At Laurel Ruff, our Mission is to Educate Students in 
The Least Restrictive Environment  

As They Attain Their Maximum Potential. 
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LAUREL RUFF TV  -   See the Laurel Ruff TV quicklink at www.sanjuan.edu/laurelruff to view  school video 
productions.    The password to view all of the videos is RUFF1   (all caps and the digit 1).   

FACEBOOK - Laurel Ruff is on Facebook. Find us quickly via the quick link posted on our website  
www.sanjuan.edu/laurelruff  or  via this direct  link - 
https://www.facebook.com/LaurelRuffTransitionSchool

The Laurel Ruff office is open to the public 7:20 AM to  3:35 PM
At Laurel Ruff our mission is to educate students in the least restrictive environment as they attain their maximum 
potential. 

 
ATTENDANCE NEWS – Congratulations to the 56 students who had perfect attendance in April;
these students were acknowledged with a certificate, Laurel Ruff pencil and $20 Tiger Bucks.
Attendance data includes attendance verified by teachers each period of the school day, and student 
timecard data. Students self-monitor attendance using a timecard system (time clocks are located in 
the front office and in every homeroom class). Our technology students input attendance data on a 
spreadsheet so we can determine who has perfect & near perfect attendance.  On the last day of 
school at least $100 in actual cash awards will be awarded to students with the highest number of 
hours documented across the school year using timecards. 

TIGER’S BANK - All students earn $11.50 an hour in Tiger bucks for each period of attendance.
Students with perfect monthly attendance will receive a bonus of at least $20 Tiger bucks, and/ or 
other incentives.

We incorporate monthly budgeting into our Tiger Banking program. Students are charged $1000 for 
basic expenses based on the expected costs of living in a one bedroom apartment with a roommate. 
Students can conduct research to determine a lower monthly figure.

Tiger Bucks remaining after required monthly expenses can be spent at the school store / clothes 
closet, and for tickets for extra-curricular events such as our final  upcoming monthly ‘PBS’ positive 
behavior support celebration:

May 21-25 – Spirit Week 2018 themes: 
  Monday -  5/21 is Super Hero Day   
  Tuesday -  5/22 is Crazy Hair Day   
  Wednesday  - 5/23 is  Sports Day  
  Thursday   - 5/24 is  Pajama Day   
  Friday  - 5/25 is Laurel Ruff/ School Colors Day & PBS celebration after lunch 

PBS celebration will be a  ‘STEM’ (Science-Technology-Engineering-Math)   
themed field day that will feature fun activities such as an egg drop contest.

At the end of the school year students will receive raffle vouchers for each $100 remaining in their 
account; the vouchers will be entered into a drawing for cash and prizes on the last day of school. 
Coming to school and remaining all day is an important transition skill!     

Our attendance incentive program is designed to increase school wide attendance and establish



Keeping Schools Safe www.sanjuan.edu/safeschools

‘CYBER – IDENTITY theft’  & BULLYING at Laurel Ruff 

I recently  conducted two separate investigations that involved allegations of 
cyber-bullying and discovered that both incidents, though unrelated, involved 
students using technology to assume the cyber-identity of a peer.   

 In one incident a student used an Android app that allows the user to use a 
false phone number.  The culprit used this app to  text  students using another 
student’s name.  Posing as another student the impersonator was able to 
guide the conversation in such a way that threats and negative comments were 
made about a student.

In the second incident a student borrowed another student’s phone and texted 
a pornographic image found on the web, claiming that it was being sent by 
another student.  Since the recipient did not know  the person whose phone 
was being used they assumed that the message and photo actualy came from 
the person mentioned in the message “Hi this is….” 

Given what I discovered while investigating these  incidents I am cautioning 
our  students and families to take the following precautions. 

1. Delete any text messages from an unknown number  until you can 
directly verify  the phone number  and identity.  Just because somebody 
says “Hi this is……” does not mean it is really them. 

2. When exchanging phone numbers with peers make sure you include 
their full name in the contact information on your phone.  

3. Do not share phones. 

Digital impersonation is a form of identity theft with potential consequences.     
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